
Natural light has passed the magic wand of illumina- 
ion to artificial light above the pool which mirrors a 
portion of the General Electric Institute at Nela. 
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of nrtietes on organizations 
that hare made Greater Cleve¬ 
land an industrial center . 


T AKE about thirteen hundred em¬ 
ployees, 443 offices and 84 engineer¬ 
ing laboratory rooms, mix well with 
600,000 square feet of floor area, dis¬ 
tribute it over sixteen buildings, scatter 
over ninety acres of beautiful country¬ 
side, and you will have what constitutes 
the physical side of Nela Park, lighting 
headquarters of the General Electric 
Company—and of the world. 

A college campus from the air, a verit¬ 
able university of light in reality. 

It is a tremendous organization indeed, 
which supervised the production of 376,- 
000,000 large lamps and 269,000,000 
miniature lamps during 1934. It safe¬ 
guarded the quality of its product and 
invented new ways and means of better¬ 
ing it; more efficient and cheaper methods 
of production and new and improved 
methods of using it. 

Contrary to the general public opinion, 
Nela Park does not manufacture electric 
lamps. Two-thirds of its employes are 
engaged in experimental and research 
work, with a view to better light sources 
and a wider knowledge of artificial light 
and how to use it. 

Nela Park came into being more than a 
score of years ago as the home head- 
suarters of various separate incandescent 
lamp companies throughout the country 
and was then known as the National 
Electric Lamp Association. Hence, the 
name "Nela”. And because B. G. Tre¬ 
maine, director of the General Electric 
Company and the late F. S. Terry were 
far sighted enough to create such an in¬ 


stitution they also visioned a setting with 
a park-like atmosphere far from the 
"madding crowd” and the din of the city, 
where creative men might study and 
work at their best. 

Drive through the gates of the Lodge 
entrance; wind up the hill and follow the 
drive that leads by each of nineteen 
buildings, consistent in their scheme of 
Georgian period architecture, the style 
that abounds so delightfully in Southern 
England. 

To the casual visitor the generous land¬ 
scaping, the formal gardens, the velvety 
lawns, the flowers, might seem a luxuri¬ 
ous enterprise, but according to company 
officials it is a piece of sound economy. 


For it would take an office building forty- 
five stories high to house the necessary 
home office departments and laboratories 
that are to be found on Nela Park hill. 
And such an office building in the heart 
of a city would command an exorbitant 
rent. 

One of the most interesting of the 
many buildings that make up Nela Park 
is the Lamp Development Laboratory. It 
is here that new types of Mazda lamps 
are developed and improved upon. It is 
atop this building that the "life test” 
racks send a glow into the sky visible 
even to the ships that pass in the night 
far out on Lake Erie. At night these 
glowing bulbs give an illuminated pent- 


The "life test ” racks atop the Lamp Laboratories Bldg. Here, lamps 
are subject to rigorous quality tests. 
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R. C. Deivalty Landesman 
Auditor. 


that committee vote to disapprove a pro¬ 
posed ordinance to remove permanent 
safety zones from the business district. 
He also succeeded in persuading that 
committee to indefinitely postpone action 
on a proposed ordinance making it un¬ 
lawful for any person to enter or alight 
from the left side of any motor vehicle 
parked on a public highway. 

School bus traps and speed traps, now 
practically eliminated, came in for con¬ 
tinual investigation throughout the year. 

According to Mr. Meryl Q. Allyn, 
manager of the TOURING BUREAU, 
Cleveland Automobile Club members 
stepped out and went places in 1934. Not 
only was there an increase of 37 per cent 
in the number of touring inquiries, but 
the routings generally were for longer 
distances. 

An analysis of touring records shows 
that the average mileage per trip taken by 
Club members was 1,437 miles; that more 
than 2,000 separate weather reports were 
compiled from teletype reports; that more 
than 40,000 telephone inquiries were 
answered regarding weather conditions 
incident to cross country tours. 

The Touring Bureau used nearly a 
quarter of a million route cards, maps, 
route books and hotel and resort litera¬ 
ture, prepared and printed especially for 
Club use. 

The Bureau showed an increase in the 
number of cases handled for members 
who took their cars abroad. In fact, 
Cleveland was third city in the United 
States with respect to number of such 
cases handled through automobile clubs. 

The Cleveland Automobile Club tour¬ 



outstanding bureaus of its kind in the 
country. Interesting to note is the fact 
that the touring counselors who guide 
Cleveland Club members on their trips 
have had collectively over seventy years 
of service and experience in this work. 
Thy are thoroughly familiar with every 
phase of motoring. 

The School Safety Division, also under 
the direction of Mr. Allyn, became a 
major activity in 1934. This work pri¬ 
marily a minor activity in the branch 
clubs has grown to an outstanding service 
in Greater Cleveland as well. Today, 
safety patrol members of Lakewood, and 
Cleveland public and parochial schools 
wear safety equipment supplied by the 
Cleveland Automobile Club. 

Motion picture safety films have been 
supplied to the Cleveland Educational 
Museum and similar films are available 
for use in the public schools at any time. 
At the end of 1934, 10,000 pieces of 
safety equipment supplied by the automo¬ 
bile club were in daily use. 



C. G. M entery Landesman 

Advertising Manager. 


The work of the EMERGENCY 
ROAD SERVICE DEPARTMENT, 

under J. E. Crouch, showed expansion in 
its range and a marked increase in its vol¬ 
ume throughout the year. A total of 19,- 
573 calls were received, as compared with 
17,183 for the previous year. Of these 
422 calls came in from members of affili¬ 
ated clubs out of town or state, as against 
137 in the previous year from the same 
source. This figure indicates the great 
number of out of state tourists attracted 
to Cleveland during the vacation season, 
and as visitors to local conventions, the 



Horrell Warner , 
Manager, License Bureau. 


Exposition and other civic affairs. 

Possibly the outstanding achievement 
of the department in 1934 was the service 
rendered at the time of the gas strike 
last April. The strike lasted intermit¬ 
tently for twenty-nine days and during 
the first five days when it was practically 
impossible to obtain a gallon of gas, the 
Road Service department answered 2,586 
queries, or more than five hundred a day, 
on where gasoline could be procured. 

Cleveland members, out-of-town mem¬ 
bers of affiliated clubs, doctors, nurses, 
food deliveries and other emergencies were 
served through special Club facilities 
created for that purpose. None were dis¬ 
appointed. It was a great civic service 
rendered without one penny of cost either 
to the city or the individuals except the 
cost of the fuel supplied. 

During the National Air Races last 
year four service cars remained on duty 
daily, to render every type of service from 
changing a tire to the repairing of a 
broken axle. 

An accurate check of cars was taken 
under the direction of the service man¬ 
ager, which no doubt will be invaluable 
in the planning of future similar projects. 

The Department cooperated with the 
Cleveland Police Department in the 
matter of stolen cars with the result that 
3,33 8 cars were recovered out of a total m 
of 3,512 stolen. And it is significant 
that most of the cars unrecovered were 
old ones of comparatively little value. 

This would indicate that through the ac¬ 
tivities of the Club anything like an or¬ 
ganized car theft ring in Cleveland has 
(Please turn to page 20) 
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Nela's giant Christmas greeting of last December attracted one hundred 
thousand visitors . Each year the display is changed . 


house look to the structure. They are 
put into the sockets and left until they 
burn themselves out. It is thus their 
usefulness is determined. 

On the ground floor of the Sales build¬ 
ing is the Nela School of Lighting which 
rests on the foundation that "seeing is 
believing.” Through visible demonstra¬ 
tion the visitor sees with his own eyes the 
difference between lighting poorly applied 
as opposed to its proper application. Home, 
industrial, automobile, sign, store window, 
almost every field in which illumination 
plays a part is covered down to the finest 
detail. 

The General Electric Institute with its 
"ten best home servants” to lighten the 
burden of the housewife, its ideally 
lighted kitchens, its "house of magic,” 
and its classroom wherein courses are 
offered in kitchen planning and manage¬ 
ment, are designed essentially for the 
home service women of the country. 

L. C. Kent, executive manager of the 
institute, says: 

"While the people of this country im¬ 
prove their standard of living in the years 
ahead, they will add considerably to the 
electrical equipment of their homes. Con¬ 
currently, as the standard of environment 
is raised in factories, offices, stores and 
schools, more and more it will be condi¬ 
tioned by electrical appliances. 

"Most of the refinements of living which 
electricity will bring in the next decade 
are available right now. The rate at 
which the public absorbs the convenience 
it offers depends upon several factors, 
the principal one in my opinion being 
the rate at which the public becomes 
aware of it. 

"We have arrived now at a period where 
electricity is taken too much for granted. 
In order that progress in this field may 
be brought clearly to the attention of 
the people, the latest and most advanced 


products and applications must be prop¬ 
erly demonstrated and made easily avail¬ 
able for public inspection. 

"It is possible now to get a complete 
picture of electrically conditioned living 
in this General Electric Institute. The 
Institute is a training school and con¬ 
ference center for the electrical industry 
and through its influence in this respect 
advances the work of educating the pub¬ 
lic to a wider and wiser use of electricity. 
Every individual who makes even a casual 
visit to the Institute is bound to carry 
away some definite information about 
electrical appliances. A great many others 
who attend the school or lectures will be 
better prepared to buy or sell lighting or 
the various appliances which they have 
seen demonstrated.” 

One of the most active problems at 
Nela Park is highway lighting. In the 
Institute lecture room have been built 
two architecturally exact streets in minia¬ 


ture. This exhibit cost more than $25,- 
000 and took designers and mechanics 
more than two years to build. But it 
demonstrates the development of thirty 
years of street lighting, the new ideas and 
practices and their effects on accident and 
crime, as well as on business and beauty. 

The Lighting School is equipped to 
demonstrate all phases of automotive 
lighting. Among the newer innovations 
in this field are the markers which estab¬ 
lish the boundaries of the car, signals 
that flash to other users of the road the 
intentions of the driver ahead, and indi¬ 
cators that constantly give the driver a 
picture of the function of vital elements 
in the operation of his car. A new 
type of highway light is now being tested 
in larger cities throughout the United 
States. 

Nela Park has for years been the mecca 
of visitors from all over the country. 
What with its swimming pool, its recrea¬ 
tion rooms, tennis courts, cafeterias, it is 
indeed the "best kept plant in America,” 
a title won in a nation-wide contest years 
ago. 

Each year at the Christmas season the 
electric greeting display draws thousands 
of spectators to the Nela grounds. This 
past Christmas more than one hundred 
thousand visitors were individually 
checked during the holiday season. The 
display is visible for miles around and 
has been a silent ambassador of good will 
for the organization. 

The entrance to Nela Park needs no 
welcome mat. This University of Light 
is the physical expression of a beautiful 
and practical dream of two men of great 
vision. Every person interested in the 
field of better living which electricity 
provides today is encouraged to visit both 
the grounds and the laboratory buildings 
of these world lighting headquarters. 


Birdseye view of the University of Light . 
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I Wouldn't Know 

by Gortriule A. Farley 

M HEARD the other night they 
were going to hold a meeting in 
our town hall about taxes and 
how they can be cut down so people 
around here can sleep nights and as 
I think a good deal about one thing 
and another this trouble the govern¬ 
ment has got into about not know¬ 
ing what to tax next in order to col¬ 
lect enough money to pay the Senate 
to keep awake and find something to 
tax next bothers me, so I went to the 
meeting with a neighbor who owns 
her own farm which I don’t or I 
would spend more money to keep the 
buildings up although I do not know 
where it would come from, and she 
says there will be a lot of talk to¬ 
night but nobody will get anywhere 
on the tax question for look what 
Prohibition cost the government and 
there wasn’t a tax to be had, or 
maybe I should have said bootlegging 
but let it go and still it cost the 
government a lot of money but now 
this country is what the newspapers 
call beer-conscious it may turn out 
all right, but I said how will that re¬ 
lieve the situation on taxes for it will 
take some time for the farmers to 
raise the crops to make the beer and 
they can’t buy the seed for they owe 
so much on back taxes they are go¬ 
ing to lose their farms anyway and 
won’t have any place to plant it, and 
she is a very bright woman and says 
well you’re right and on top of that 
maybe the senators will just turn 
over and declare the tax levy on beer 
is not fair to the brewers who ought 
to instead pay the war debts of old 
Mother Europe who taught ’em to 
make beer in the first place, and I 
laughed at her funny way of looking 
at taxes but she says stranger things 
than that have happened in the 
Senate, and we got to the meeting and 
found a man from the city on the 
platform waving his arms and all we 
heard was the last of his speech when 
he yelled look at old Public Opinion 
the poor old soul he’s always had a 
hard time keeping honest men on the 
straight and narrow and where is 
he now I ask you where is he now and 
he scared me so I said right out loud 
well where is he and he shook his 
fist at me and says the old codger got 
outside the three-mile limit took one 
glass too much and went to sleep in 
the rigging, and when he woke up 
and found the Democrats had re¬ 
pealed Prohibition he jumped over¬ 
board and went down with the rest 
of the Republicans, that’s where he 
is, and my neighbor nudged me and 
said what did I tell you but I 


couldn’t remember and I hope they 
will call another meeting soon and 
settle the tax question for good and 
all which thfcy ought to be able to 
do, but I wouldn’t know. 

(No reprints, please. Syndicated 
by Farley Libraries, Char don, O.) 

State Legislature 

Again iiijSession 

T HE State Legislature is again in ses¬ 
sion. This time, though, it is a 
new General Assembly—the Ninety- 
first—with new leaders and new ideas. 
Further than that, it is a Regular and not 
a Special session, so the bills which will 
be considered do not pertain to special 
subjects, but are general in their nature. 

What does this session hold in store for 
motorists? What new laws and regula¬ 
tions pertaining to automobiles will be 
enacted? These questions can be an¬ 
swered only at the close of the session 
next May or June. Until then any state¬ 
ment is nothing more than a guess. 

But it is possible to give the program 
of The Ohio State Automobile Associa¬ 
tion. The Association has a well in¬ 
formed and active Legislative Committee 
consisting of Fred H. Caley of Cleveland, 
its chairman, William G. Pickrel of Day- 
ton, Judge W. J. Mougey of Wooster, 
David W. Armstrong of Zanesville, Harry 
Anderson of New Philadelphia, Charles 
J. Dow of Conneaut, Carl Pfeifer of Co¬ 
lumbus, and Ralph E. Dugdale of 
Toledo. On January 12th this committee 
held its latest meeting in Columbus and 
adopted a program which has been ap¬ 
proved by the Board of Trustees of The 
Ohio State Automobile Association. 

It is a modest program, but one which 
every motorist should applaud as its key 
theme is safety upon the public highways. 

Only two bills have so far been directly 
sponsored by the Association—a Driver’s 
License Law, and a Financial Responsibil¬ 
ity Act. 

The first of these is similar to the bills 
introduced both two and four years ago. 
It requires every operator of a motor ve¬ 
hicle to obtain a license. The license is 
easy to get but easy to lose, and the 
fees charged are kept to a minimum. 
For years The Ohio State Automobile 
Association has been urging the enact¬ 
ment of such a law, and this year there 
seems to be some hope of its passage. 
The adoption of a Drivers’ License Law, 
however, is by no means assured. 

The Financial Responsibility Act is, 
this year, quite different from the one 
submitted two years ago. It confers upon 
the Registrar of Motor Vehicles the power 
and duty to revoke the right and privi¬ 
lege of operating a motor vehicle upon the 


state highways, (together with all licenses 
and certificates of registration) in either 
of two events. 

If a person has been found guilty of 
manslaughter, failing to stop after an 
accident, driving while intoxicated, or a 
felony in the commission of which a 
motor vehicle is used, or if he has failed 
to satisfy a judgment rendered because of 
the operation of a motor vehicle, the 
registrar shall revoke the motorist’s privi¬ 
lege of operating for a period of one year. 

The right to drive may again be ob¬ 
tained if the offender takes out a lia¬ 
bility insurance policy or bond securing 
the payment of judgments which may be 
rendered in the future. 

Few people will be affected by the bill. 
It imposes conditions only upon law vio¬ 
lators and irresponsible drivers. As now 
drawn, it will operate effectively with or 
without a Drivers* License Law. Both of 
these bills will be introduced in the early 
days of the session and strenuous effort 
will be made to have each of them enacted 
into law. 

The Ohio State Automobile Association 
has also gone on record as favoring: 

(1) A law providing for a flat license 
fee. 

(2) A law changing the date for the 
issuance of automobile licenses to 
a more convenient time. 

(3) A law modifying and clarifying 
the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace and other magistrates over 
violations of laws affecting mo¬ 
torists. 

Bills on these subjects will undoubtedly 
be introduced at the present session, and 
if properly prepared, will be supported by 
The Ohio State Automobile Association. 

The Legislative Committee of The 
Ohio State Automobile Association has 
carefully canvassed the legislative situa¬ 
tion. It has already upheld said meetings, 
and under the present plan, will meet at 
stated intervals throughout the session. 
It welcomes any suggestions which may 
be made to it, and motorists may rest 
assured that its members will give careful 
consideration to legislative matters affect¬ 
ing motorists. 

Oil ltlea Different 

AR owners, it seems, are some years 
behind the engineer and oil physicist 
in their thinking in connection with engine 
lubricants. The latter are light oil ad¬ 
vocates these days; which is to say, as 
between a choice of two grades of oil gen¬ 
erally meeting requirements, they lean 
toward the lighter one. Contrary to the 
impression of the layman, the light oil 
is likely to last the longer and lubricate 
more effectively. 


